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12. RS-232 Serial Port

The ML50x board contains one male DB-9 R5-232 serial port, allowing the FPGA to
communicate serial data with another device.lThe serial port is wired as a host (DCE)
device. Therefore, a null modem cable is normally required to connect the board to the
serial port on a computer.|The serial port is designed to operate up to 115200 Bd. An
interface chip is used to shift the voltage level between FPGA and RS-232 signals.

Note: The FPGA is connected only to the TX and RX data pins on the serial port. Therefore, other
RS-232 signals, including hardware flow-control signals, are not used. Flow control should be
disabled when communicating with a computer.
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